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WRIGHT STATE UN IVERSITY RETIREES ASSOCIATIO N N EW SLETTER 
Coming Events 
WSURA Noon Lunch 
Wed. Dec. 3 
Wed. Jan. 7 
Wed. Feb. 4 
Wed. Mar. 4 
Wed. Apr. I 
Wed. May 6 
Christmas Open House 
December 3 
Madrigal Dinner 
December I 0 thru 14 
The Extension 
Tiie Exte11sio11 is published 
4uarterly for WSll retirees by the 
Wright StateUniversity Re-
tirees Association (WSURA). 
Cut off dates for articles: 
Nov. I - Winter Quarter 
Feb. I - Spring Quarter 
May I - Summer Quarter 
Aug. I - Fall Quarter 
Send articles to editor. The Ex-
te11sio11. 151 Allyn Hall, Wright 
State Uni\"ersity, Dayton, OH 
-t5-B5. 
For additional information call 
937/775-2777. 
WSURA E-mail address 
wsura@dcsirc.wright.edu 
The 'E?(tension 
Published Quarterly Winter Quarter 1998 Issue No. 17 
WSURA Brings Elderhostel to WSU 
Alice Swinger 
WSURA members responsible for the Elderhostel 
project, Alice Swinger, Oris Amos, and Lew 
Shupe, have received notice that their proposal 
for an Elderhostel at Wright State University/ 
Bergamo Center has been accepted. The in-
formation for the first sessions will appear 
in the Elderhostel Spring I 998 United States 
And Canada catalog. That catalog will be 
mailed in November, I 997. Two sessions will 
be offered in the Spring. The first begins May 
3 and ends May 9, 1998. The second is May 
10-16, 1998. 
The program strands of this Elderhostel are: 
Celebrating Aviation; Celebrating the Build-
ers: and Celebrating Wellness. Participants will 
learn of early aviation history, peruse the ar-
chives ·of Wright Brothers material at Wright 
State University Library, hear lectures and take 
field trips to sites related to historical and con-
temporary aviation. The second strand, 
Builders features local historians sharing in-
formation and offering field trips on subjects 
ranging from early Sun Watch times, early in-
d ustrialisls, inventors , and engineers to 
contemporary centers of culture and learning. 
Attention will be given to African-American, 
Volunteer Opportunity 
Asian -American , and European -American 
groups as well as the diversity of religions and 
belief systems which have created the intel -
lectual and religious community. The third 
strand , Wellness , will focus on maintaining 
physical health, methods of compensating for 
problems. A major emphasis of this strand is 
the contribution to wellness made by involve-
ment with cultural activities such as theatre and 
music. 
Bergamo Center is the location chosen for 
housing,food, and meeting rooms for Elderhostel. 
The modem, comfortable facilities are particu-
larly well-suited to the population of Elderhostel. 
All sleeping and conferenc~ rooms are on one 
floor with easy access to parking lots and walk-
ing trails. Bergamo Center 's director, Thomas 
Cox, is enthusiastic about this participation 
with Elderhostel. 
Registration for Elderhostel is managed by 
headquarters in Boston. Local individuals in-
terested in receiving the catalog may call 
775-2777 or 775-5516 and request a catalog 
request card. Persons interested in more infor-
mation about Elderhostel may call Alice 
Swinger at 236-2001 . 
When Wright State/Bergamo Center Elderhostel is in session, the coordinator need several vol -
unteers to assist in incidental transportation and to serve as hosts and hostesses. If you are interested 
call 775-2777 or 236-2001. 
Registering for Elderhostel 
If you wish to enroll as a full -time live-in participant in the Elderhostel at Wright State/Bergamo 
Center you may follow the directions in the catalog. It is possible there may be a few slots 
available for commuter participants after the national registration is closed. Interested persons 
may call 775 -2777 or 775-5516 after February 1 to put name on a waiting list. If you have any 
questions regarding this procedure call Alice Swinger at 236-2001 
WS URA Office 151 Allyn Hall Wr ight State University Dayton, Ohio 45435 937/775-2777 
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News From the President 
Lew Shupe 
I want to express my appreciation to all 
retirees who attended and participated in 
the recent Founders' Day celebration. It 
was a busy three days, but one in which 
WSURA had an active part in helping to 
celebrate our 30 year anniversary in 
grand style. We have received numerous 
compliments about the photographic ex-
hibition of Wright State in the early years 
up through the present time. 
A special thanks is extended to Gary 
Barlow who represented WSURA on the 
Wright State Founders' Day Committee. 
From the thousands of photographs and 
proof-sheets (from early 1960 to the 
present) it was a formidable task to se-
lect an exhibition for the Student Union 
gallery. The pictorial history elicited nu-
merous responses. It was fun to stroll 
down memory lane and to listen to all of 
the comments such as "I'd forgotten all 
about this," or "let me tell you about this 
picture." We recognize that there were 
some significant events and persons not 
included, but the exhibition is being 
maintained in its collective form and can 
serve as a beginning for the proposed 
WSURA historical perspective of what 
we remember about the early years at 
Wright State. Let us know if any of you 
would like to join the WSURA Histori -
cal Perspective Committee and lo fill in 
some of the gaps and expand this project 
lo the next level. 
Another founders' Day activity was 
a special luncheon co-sponsored by 
WSURA and the WSU Alumni Associa-
tion. There were 67 retirees who attended 
the Wednesday luncheon; we were 
pleased with this representation. The fi -
nal celebration event was the campus-wide 
reception which was sponsored solely by 
WSlJRA. Persons from the campus com-
munity were invited to the Student Union 
for refreshments. viewing the photo-
graphic exhibit, and meeting with the 
WSURA Office 151 Allyn Hall 
former and current WSlJ presidents. 
This event was well attended. 
The success of the entire celebration 
is best summarized by President Har-
ley Flack in his personal letter to 
WSURA. "I want you to know how 
much I appreciate your involvement in 
assuring the success of the Wright State 
University Founders' Day celebration. 
This achievement was due, in large part. 
to the personal commitment by you and 
your fellow retirees to making the cel-
ebration a memorable experience for 
our campus." 
We were sorry to learn of the recent 
announcement of Dr. Flack's illness and 
his two month leave of absence from 
the campus. The WSURA has sent 
wishes for a speedy recovery and a re-
turn to the campus in January. He would 
welcome individual cards from our 
members and they can be sent directly 
to him al the Administrative Wing ad-
dress on campus. 
Please pay special attention to U1e en-
closed questionnaire in reference to the 
WSURA PHO (Planning for Happy, 
Healthy Days) proposal. We have had 
fun in bringing this creative concept of 
Alice Swinger to the University ad-
ministration. There were wide-eyed 
responses and gasps when we an -
nounced that WSURA wanted to initiate 
a PHO program, but good-humored 
acceptance when the concept was ex -
plained. 
The WSURA-sponsored Elderhostel 
proposal is being finalized and you will 
receive more information in the next 
newsletter. 
An updated brochure of WSlJ ben-
efits for retirees is being finalized by 
Elizabeth Harden and will be avail -
able by February. 
You have received a notice about the 
WSURA Open House on December 3, 
and we encourage you to slop by and 
visit. The visitors' parking lot is now 
operational near the Campus Ministry 
building. You can park there without 
charge by showing your Wright 1 Card. 
We hope to have a photograph album 
available of the Founders· Day activi -
ties for you to review during the open 
house. 
Remember that the WSlJRA office 
in 151 Allyn Hall (the old Credit Union 
office) belongs to you. It should be a 
place where you can feel comfortable 
in stopping by to relax, visit, and hang 
your hat. This happened during the 
Founde rs' Day events when Nick 
Piediscalzi. who traveled here from 
California, and Paige Mullhollan 
from South Carolina, visited us in the 
office to sit and chat. The office is in a 
good location for people to walk by 
and drop-in, which is what often hap-
pens so we are trying to have the office 
open as often as possible during the 
day. Keep in touch because we need 
your support. HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
Budget Report 
Tom Keller, Treasurer 
As of the end of September, 1997 the 
account balance in our General Fund 
rotary was $5 ,223 .41. Expenses for the 
month totaled $90.78 and included 
$36.75 for the monthly telephone ser-
vices, $.54 for measured telephone 
service. $.19 for long distance, and 
$1. 05 for computer charges. 
As of the end of the month the ac-
count balance in our agency accow1t was 
$3,275.45. 
Our total balance of all funds is 
$8,498.86. 
As of the end of the month we had 
188 memberships, including 100 life 
members, however, only 10 annual 
memberships arc up-to-date. 




Recently. one of our retirees who had heen confined to a Nursing Home passed away. We want to keep in close touch . 
as much as we can, with our retirees. If you know of anyone who is ill. deceased. in a Nursing Home or just needs a 
cheer card. please let me know, or call the Retirees · office. 
Elderhostel Meeting 
Oris Amos and Alice Swinger 
James and Alice Swinger and Oris Amos attended The Indiana State Elderhostcl Meeting at Indiana University, 
Kokomo. Indiana on October 22 and 23. State meetings, chaired hy Lynn G. Kindel. Regional Director of Elderhostel. 
are designed for site coordinators and directors of Elderhostel. Discussions covered topics important to Elderhostel 
planning and presentations such as writing course descriptions. budgets. restricted courses. changes ohserved in 
Elderhostel participants. and some of the needs and expectations of Elderhostelers. 
Wright State/Bergamo Elderhostcls for 1998 are scheduled for May 3-9. 10-16: September 6-12 . 13-19. Partici-
pants in the Elderhostel program will be housed at Bergamo Center. 
OCHER Update 
Mary Stonecash 
At a recent meeting of OCHER (Ohio Council of Higher Education 
Retirees), Incoming President, Chuck Carlson, Ohio University. 
proposed a one-day conference of representatives from member as-
sociations. to be held mid-May at the Fawcett Center, Ohio State 
University. 
He felt that such an exchange would extend the impact of OCHER 
in our university communities and would expand the knowledge of 
other board members on the activities of OCHER. 
He suggested a format that included a speaker on a topic of inter-
est to retirees, a luncheon, and smaller afternoon sessions of selected 
topics. with representatives, perhaps from STRS and PERS. 
Representatives from the ten schools attending approved the idea 
unanimously. 
Other items on interest included: 
Ohio State University retiree group has changed bylaws to read: ·'anyone 
who has made a significant contribution to OSU is eligible to join." 
Kent State University Provost has appointed a task force to identify ways 
retired faculty members may interact with the university. 
Medical College of Ohio retiree group awarded four scholarships this 
fall. 
University of Cincinnati reported on stallls of personnel and retirees fol-
lowing the merger of the university ha;pital with private area ha;pitals. 
University of Toledo reported on their I 25th anniversary celehration. 
Youngstown and Kent State are in the initial stages of forming or-
ganizations. NOTE: Leave your name in the office if you are inter-
ested in attending an OCHER meeting. 
Time to Travel 
ACTIVITIES OF SOME OF OUR 
RETIREES ... 
Eugene Wade- Caesar Creek Soaring Club, 
Hight Instructor. 
Jeanette Zech- "We Care Arts," Volunteer. 
Willis Stoesz- Neighborhood Association activi-
ties; Dayton Mediation Center; Multifaith 
Calendar project Doctoral Committees; Writ-
ing a book. 
Leonard Cargan- Yellow Springs Library As-
sociation. President of Board of Trustees: Glen 
Helen Association, In charge of annual pan-
cake breakfast; Yellow Springs Tree Committee. 
Volunteer. 
Doris McCormick- Crestview Nursing Home, 
Volunteer: Help friends in going to the doctor. 
Ronald Oldiges- WSURA, Executive 
Board. 
Mary Ann Hoffman- St. Elizabeth Medical 
Center, Volunteer. 
Send us items for this column. 
This is from the summary of the question-
naire that was mailed to you requesting this 
information. Others who responded will be fea-
tured in subsequent issues. Keep us informed 
about your activities. and for those who did 
not respond to the questionnaire. let us hear 
from you. 
According to membership surveys. there is interest in taking WSURA trips. Hoard member Ken Knight wants to 
know who might he interested in joining a group to visit one or more gamhling dens in Indiana. Leave your name with 
the office or with Ken. 
WS URA Office 151 Allyn Hall Wright State Univers ity Dayton, Ohio 45435 9371775-2777 
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A Look At Our History 
Lois Cook 
Part 1: Background 
As early as 1926 Miami University be-
gan offering courses to students in 
Dayton. In the early years extension work 
led to an itinerant hand-to-mouth exist-
ence. first in the old YWCA. then in the 
old Central School. In the l 950's offer-
ings were expanded, organized into 
definite programs. and institutionalized 
into an Academic Center with a minimal 
administration. faculty and facilities. In 
l 962 there were over 1500 students en-
rolled in the 100 courses of the Dayton 
Academic Center of Miami University, 
located then in Roth High School in west 
Dayton. 
Immediately after World War II, in 
1946. The Ohio State University first of-
fered to the personnel at the Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base graduate 
courses primarily in science, engineering. 
and business organization. Classes were 
held in the Air Force Institute of Tech-
nology. After 1960 these courses were 
opened to the general public, and The 
Ohio State University moved toward a 
comprehensive center for graduate edu-
cation in the Dayton area. 
During the late l 950's and into the 
l 960's, it became apparent to community 
leaders that a serious shortage of higher 
education capacity was developing in the 
Dayton metropolitan area. The situation 
was documented and confirmed in 1961 
by the findings of Community Research, 
Inc .. a local nonprofit research organiza-
tion . The report recommended the 
development of a new state assisted cam-
pus to be operated jointly by Miami 
University and The Ohio State Univer-
sity as both were currently offering 
programs in Dayton. 
The development of this new campus 
promised a permanent home for these 
two university programs (OSU and MU). 
It would also accommodate high school 
WSURA Offi ce 151 Allyn Hall 
graduates who want to attend college full 
time. As a result of these needs, the com-
munity conducted a $6 million campaign 
for public subscriptions (a three year 
campaign with pledges for three years) 
with $3 million to be provided for the 
University of Dayton, an existing private 
school, and $3 million to the new state 
university project. The Boards of Trust-
ees of OSU and MU agreed to proceed 
with this venture. 
The campaign was quickly completed 
successfully. with thousands of indi-
vidual donors. A site was acquired and 
both parent universities proceeded to 
develop the academic program for the 
new campus. First classes were held on 
the Dayton Campus of the Miami and 
The Ohio State Universities in the fall of 
1964. In 1965, the General Assembly of 
the State of Ohio passed legislation which 
provided for the Dayton Campus of Mi-
ami and The Ohio State Universities to 
become Wright State Campus on Novem-
ber 5, 1965, with its own Advisory 
Committee which was appointed by 
Governor James A. Rhodes. The Advi-
sory Committee and the parent Boards 
of Trustees worked together to prepare 
for independent status of the campus as 
Wright State University. 
The Ohio board of Regents, June. 
1966, Master Plan for State Policy in 
Higher Education. stated (in part): "The 
Wright State University ... this new state 
university should absorb the instructional 
programs, property, obligations. and staff 
of the Miami University branch and the 
Ohio State University branch on the 
Wright State Campus. The Wright State 
University should offer baccalaureate 
programs in the humanities and social 
sciences. science and engineering. 
teacher education, and business admin-
istration, and master ·s degree programs 
in these same fields. Other programs 
should be introduced as needs arise and 
as resources permit." 
Next issue: Part 2: The Campus 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
London Theatre Tour: Abe and Sharon 
Bassett will be escorting their thirteenth 
annual tour to England (March 11-22, 
1998) with an Ireland option (March 22-
28, 1998). The heart of the tour is London 
Theatre, including six carefully chosen 
dramas. musicals, and comedies around 
which other activities will tit. The Irish 
option includes visits to Limerick and 
Waterford and four days in Dublin. fea-
turing three theatre productions. For 
further information . contact Bassett 
Tours, Inc. (937) 426-2235 . Abe is a 
WSURA member and former chair of 
WSU's Department of Theatre and Per-
forming Arts. 
Yellow Springs Theatre: Rubin Batti-
no will probably be directing his comedy 
on grandparenting, Babies Everywhere. 
for Yellow Springs Center Stage this win-
ter. It will be in rehearsal in January and 
in three weekends of production in Feb-
ruary. Keep on the lookout for this play 
which is a lot of fun (especially for us 
older folk). Our own Elizabeth Harden 
will have one of the leading roles. Feel 
free to contact Rubin (767-1854) or 
rbattino@desire.wright.edu for more in-
formation. 
WSURA Open House : Please remem-
ber to attend our third annual open house 
on Wednesday, December 3. from 2:00-
4:00 p.m. in the WSURA Office (151 
Allyn). It's a great time to renew old ac-
quaintances, meet new friends, and share 
interests and experiences. The open house 
follows the monthly board meeting sched-
uled at 10:00 a.m. and the informal 
luncheon in the Faculty and Staff Dining 
Room from 12-1:30 p.m. 
Wright State University Dayton, Ohio 45435 937/775-2777 
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Meijer Inc. Scholarship Opportunity: From September 29-December 13 , 1997, Meijer Inc. will contribute $5 
for each $100 of purchases. The offer is available to non -profit organizations and is limited to $1,000 per org;rni -
zation. Since many of us shop at Meijer·s and since we have now established our own scholarship fund, this 
might be a great way to contribute collectively to the fund. Please save all of your Meijer's receipts through 
December 13. For more details. please call the WSlJRA office (937) 775-2777. 
Nifty Over Fifty: Just a reminder or some of the great benefits available to the retirees and senior citizens. Al 
WSU: half price on first -year season basketball tickets: a 20% discount at the WSlJ bookstore (excluding text -
books and software): senior discounts for musical and theatre productions and the Artist Series: free parking at 
selected lots at the Ervin J. Nutter Center. For more information call the WSURA office (937) 775-2777. 
Membership in Wright Patt Credit Union ·s Silver Aeros Club offers many advantages: special trips and events. 
free notary and copying service. free draft and American Express travelers checks; a Visa or Mastercard with no 
annual fee. Requirements include maintaining a direct deposit or retaining a $2.000 balance in a savings or dral"t 
account or paying a $12 annual membership fee. For further information. please call 429-334D. 
New Name Needed 
The WSU Senior Citizens (Is that really what we are?) Program is available each quarter. If you are sixty years of 
age or over, you may take classes for credit or noncredit without paying instructional fees. 
You pay only for your books and for any special fees. Classes are offered on a space-available basis. A few 
classes are not available through this program. You may register in the Office of Admissions El48 Student 
Union. January 5 through Janulary 9. Call (937)775 -5700 for additional information. 
Why not pick up a copy of the Winter Class Schedule from the hall just outside the office door when you come 
to the WSURA pot luck(or not) Christmas Open House at 2 
p.m. Wednesday December 3? We're in Allyn Hall where the 
Credit Union used to be. 
Winter Hours 
The WSURA Office will be open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday this winter quarter. We would 
welcome volunteers who would like to keep the office open at 
other times. Call 775 -2777 and leave a message. 
Speaking of Volunteers ... 
A chair and members of the Bylaws, Nominations, imd Elec-
tions Committee arc really needed. There was only one 
candidate for each office in the last election. and those who 
thought that was a bad (or good) idea are welcome, actually, 
more than welcome. to take over the job .. . Change is good ... they 
say. 
Candidates for Vice President and three Board seats are ur-
gently needed. so volunteer and make the new committee's job 
easy. 
Retirees Since Last Newsletter: 
Margaret Surber, Word Processing/SOM. 
Deceased Retirees: 
Mary Kelley. Administrative Wing. 
WSURA Office 151 Allyn Hall Wright State University 
Graduation 
Alice K. Swinger 
I'm beginning to understand this retirement gig 
A Post. post-gmduate, unexplored new season 
Better than any full -ride, no-strings scholarship. 
I 've paid all tuitions and jumped all hoops 
I choose to live fully, to design my own path 
To create my own learning goals. 
Most programs require gratification delayed 
A degree. a title, more prestige. more money 
Now, beyond all that tinsel and trim, 
I like immediate gratification lavished 
Seeing beauty in the present, in daily joy 
Spending my time for me. 
Now I know to think of my Self 
Now I know my joy improves the world 
No I know that when I dance 
My friends dance with me. their friends 
dance with them. 
The expanding circle of dancers and delight 
Is a fitting commencement. 
Dayton, Ohio 45435 937/775- 2777 
Wright State University's 
Retiree Association 
& 
Wellness and Recreation Committee 
Offer A New 
PHD* Program 
*Planning Happy Days 
For Retirees and People Who Will Retire in a Few Years 
Retirement brings opportunities for new horizons or doing the same things in new ways. 
Many people opt to work in some way, others may change life styles completely. 
Retirement, however you approach it, is made up of days. PHO in this case means 
Planning Happy (Healthy, Hopeful) Days. These days can be better if lived in the 
fellowship of compatible friends. 
Individuals enter retirement as one of a married couple; others have partners; others are 
single. Changes in health and interests will eventually affect all these relationships. Loss 
of mate, companion, friends is always traumatic. Such loss when one has limited access to 
new friends can be devastating. Involvement with members of a congenial group will 
enhance the pleasures of retirement days and make endurable the difficult days. When 
changes in health require changes in activities or relationships, the presence of friends can 
ease the burdens and soften the sorrow. 
With this in mind, you are being sent this announcement and survey, hopeful that this will 
pique your interest and that you will give thought to joining our cohort group. Our goal is 
to develop a directory of some kind with members names, interests, etc. It will be more 
completely defined after we have your input. 
Please complete the Survey on the back to both signal your interest and offer your ideas. 
An extra copy of the survey is enclosed for your spouse, partner, or a friend to complete if 
he or she wishes to. 
Return Survey(s) to: 
Alice Swinger 
WSURA 
151 Allyn Hall 
Wright State University 
Dayton, OH 45435 
Survey on Back 
PHO Survey 
Please check the activities you are interested in: 
Ci Theatre 
[j Movies 
:::J Musical Performances 
0 Dining Out 




0 Water Aerobics 
0 Regular Aerobics 
:J Fitness Center Membership 
D Shopping for Antiques 
D Shopping 
D Day Trips 
0 Big Trips 
D Attending Elder Hostels 
What else? 
[1 Retired 
C Not Retired 
Tele -------
:::J Book Clubs 
:J Card Clubs 
C Poetry/Play Readings 
0 Bible Study Group 
C Art Classes 
~ Sporting Events 
What problems or limitations prevent you from participating in the activities that you prefer? 
Are you available during the day? 
Would you be able to drive? 







Please add your own thoughts about a Cohort Group(s) 
WSURA Membership Form 
D New D Renewal 
Name: .......... ...................... .... ...... ... ........ ................ ... .... ..... ........... .. ...... ... ...... ... .................. ............... .... Date of Birth: ..... .... ... ....... ................. .... .. ... . 
Spouse's Name: .... .................................. ............................ ........... ............. .......... .......... ... ... ... ...... ..... ... Date of Birth: ................ ... ........... ...... .. ..... .. . 
Primary Address: ......... ............ ........... ... ......... .......... ............. ....... ...... ... ......... .... ........ ... ..... ............... .... . Phone: .... ...... .. ............ ...... .................. ....... . 
City: ........... .... ......... ...... ........... ................. .. .... .... .. ............ ... .... ... .... .... ........ State: .. ... ...... ...... .... ........ .... ZIP: ............ ... .. .... ..... ... ... ... ... ... ......... .. ........ . 
Wright State Department at Retirement: ...... ....................... ...................... ... ....... .... ...... ... .. ........... ...... ... Year of Retirement: ....... ........ ..... ..... ......... . . 
Spouse's Department at Retirement: ...... ...... .. .. ..... ..... ...... ........ ....... .... .. ......... ... ..... ....... ... ......... .. .. ... ..... Year of Retirement: .. ... ... ......... ........ .......... . 
E Mail Address: ................. ....... ....... .. .... ...... ..... .............. ........... .... .... ................ ..... .. .................................. ....... ......... .. .. .................. ...... ........ ......... ... . 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 
D -$99.00 (under 60 years of age) 
0 $74.00 (60 - 64) 
ANNUAL DUES: 
0 $ 8.00 
0 $44.00 (65 - 69) 
D $16.00 (70 & ABOVE) 
NOTE: If you and your spouse are both retirees from WSU use 
the age of the younger spouse for determining the Lifetime fee. If 
you have paid the current annual fee and would like to become a 
Life Member, subtract the annual fee and remit the difference . . 
Please fill in the information requested above and send it with your dues (please do not send cash) to: 
WSURA, Attn: Treasurer, 151 Allyn Hall, Wright State University, Dayton, OH 45435 
~ Please clip and mail with your check. 
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